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The Honorable Thomas Wheeler 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554-0001 

Dear Chairman Wheeler: 
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We write to express concerns about the E-Rate modernization plan that will soon be 
considered by the Commission. We share the goal of providing every American student an 
opportunity to obtain a 21st Century education, including access to broadband, but we are 
concerned the plan you have put forward warrants further deliberation. 

When the E-Rate modernization plan was first proposed, the Commission touted the 
plan as a bipartisan effort to make commonsense changes to the program for the first time in 18 
years. As the public has learned more about the FCC's plan, significant bipartisan opposition to 
the plan has emerged. There is great benefit to simplifying the application process, transitioning 
the fund to support modern technology, and making certain both rural and urban schools can 
benefit while providing Americans the most value for their dollar. We are concerned the plan 
falls short on these goals. 

American students deserve the tools necessary to compete in the digital economy for 
next-generation jobs. While modernizing the E-Rate program is critical to helping achieve that 
goal, the underlying policy is too important to quickly rush to. a vote. We urge you to delay the 
vote on the E-Rate modernization plan so that the Commission can make certain the proposed 
changes will serve all American students in the most efficient and effective manner possible. 

Pat Roberts 
U.S. Senate 

Lynn Jenkins 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Sincerely, 

Jerry Moran 
U.S. Senate 

. k7fldffe1 
KJV:Yoder · · 
U.S. House of Representatives 



Tim Huelskamp 
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives 
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TI1e Honorable Jerry Moran 
United States Senate 
345 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Moran: 

August 27, 2014 

Thank you for sharing your concerns about modernizing the E- rate program. As you are 
aware. I run committed to ensure that the £-rate progrrun evo Ives to provide support for high
speed broadband both to aod witll in schools and libraries. In your letter, you urged the 
Commission to delay action on the E-Rate modernization plan so that the agency can make 
certain the proposed changes will serve all American students in the most efficient and effective 
manner. Your v iews are very inlportant, and will be included in the record of the proceeding 
and considered as part oflhe Commission' s review. 

Over the past year, ll1e Commission held dozens of meetings with E-rate stakeholders, 
received thousands of public comments ruid held public workshops to discuss the challenge of 
delivering high-speed connectivity to aJ1d within schools and libraries, and highlight successful 
strategies employed across the nation. A clear theme of the input we received is that access to 
high-capacity broadband is crucial to improving education. The Commission received 
overwhelming support for moving forward from numerous stakeholders, including maJ1y 
individual school districts and national education groups. Ln addition, fa ilure to act promptly 
would have resu lted in Wi-Fi funding being unava ilable for the 2015 funding year. 

Tue Order adopted by the Commission at our July Open Meeting takes significant steps 
to modern ize the E-rate program by addressing the Wi-Fi gap in America's schools and libraries. 
We established an annual funding target of$1 billion for Wi-Fi, as well as a fairer method for 
distributing funds so that all schools and libraries caa benefit, including far more rural schools 
and libraries than in the past. Given that 40 percent of classrooms cun-ently are not Wi-Fi
enabled, and nearly two-thirds of schools indicate that they do aot have sufficient Wi-Fi capacity 
to meet ll1eir digital learning needs, it is critically inlportant that we focus our limited program 
resources on connectivity, not o nly to the school orlibrary, but also to the student or library 
patron. The Order funds support for Wi-Fi through the combination of funds already available 
for this purpose, and utilizes savings associated with transitioning support from non-broadband 
services to broadband. At the srune time, the Order ensures that adequate funding wi ll also be 
avai lable for broadband connectivity to schools and libraries, and seeks further comment on the 
long-tenn funding needs of the program. 

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission today. 
We bave an opportunity to make a real, positive difference in the lives of millions of students. I 
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look forward to working with you and your colleagues toward our mutual goal of increased 
access lo high-speed broadband in our nation 's schools and libraries. 

Thank you again for your interest in this important matter. Please do not hesitate to 
contact rue if you have any further concerns. 

Sincerely, 

-;;;;;-#{/_ 
Tom Wheeler 
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The Honorable Tim Huelskamp 
U.S. House of Representatives 
129 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Representative Huelskamp: 

August27, 20 14 

Thank you for sharing your concerns about modernizing the E-rate program. As you are 
aware, 1 am committed to ensure that the E-rate program evo.lves to provide suppo1t for high
speed broadband bod1 to and within schools and libraries. In your letter, you urged the 
Commission to delay action on the E-Rate modernization plan so that the agency can make 
certain the proposed changes will serve all American students in tbe most efficient and effective 
manner. Your views are very importanl, and will be included in the record of the proceeding 
and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

Over the past year, the Commission held dozens of meetings with E-rate stakeholders, 
received thousands of public comments and held public workshops to discuss the challenge of 
delivering high-speed connectivity to and within schools and libraries, and highlight successful 
s trategies employed across the nation. A clear Iheme oflbe input we received is that access to 
high-capacity broadband is crucial to improving education. The Commission received 
overwhelming support for moving forward from numerous stakeholders, including many 
individual school districts and national education groups. ln addition, failure to act promptly 
would have resulted in Wi-Fi fimding being unavai lable for the 20 15 fund ing year. 

The Order adopted by the Commission at our July Open Meeting takes s ignificant steps 
to modernize the E-rate program by addressing the Wi-Fi gap in America's schools and libraries. 
We established an annual funding target of$ I billion for Wi-Fi, as well as a fairer method for 
distributing funds so that all schools and libraries can benefit, including far more rural schools 
and libraries than in the past. Given that 40 percent of classrooms currently are not Wi-Fi
enabled, and nearly two-thirds of schools indicate that they do not have sufficient Wi-Fi capacity 
to meet their d igital learning needs, it is critically inlportant that we focus our linlited program 
resources on connectivity, not only to the school or library, but also to the student or library 
patron. The Order funds support for Wi-Fi tllrough the combination of funds already availab le 
for this purpose, and utilizes savings associated with transitioning support from non-broadband 
services to broadband. At the same time, the Order ensures that adequate funding will also be 
available for broadband connectivity to schools and libraries, and seeks further comment on the 
loug-tenn funding needs oflbe program. 

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission today. 
We have an opportunity 10 make a real, positive difference in the lives of millions of students. I 
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look forward to working with you and your co lleagues toward our mutual goal of increased 
access to high-speed broadband in our nation's schools and libraries. 

Thank you again for your interest in !his impo1tanl matter. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any further concerns. 

Sincerely, 

-;i;;;-/1{/_ 
Tom Wheeler 
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The Honorable Lynn Jenkins 
U.S. House of Representatives 
I 027 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Representative Jenkins: 

August 27, 2014 

Thank you for sharing your concerns about modernizing the E-rate program. As you are 
aware, 1 am committed to ensure that the E-rate program evo Ives to provide support for high
speed broadband bod1 to and within schools and libraries. In your letter, you urged lhe 
Commission to delay action on the E-Rate modernization plan so that the agency can make 
certain tbe proposed changes wi ll serve all American students in the most efficient and effective 
manner. Your views are very important, and will be included in the record of the proceeding 
and considered as part of the Commissi.on • s review. 

Over the past year, the Commission held dozens of meetings with E-rate stakeholders, 
received thousands of public comments and held public workshops to discuss die challenge of 
delivering high-speed com1ectivity to and within schools and libraries, and high light successful 
strategies employed across the nation. A clear theme of the input we received is that access to 
high-capacity broadband is crucial to improving education. The Commission received 
overwhelming support for moving forward from numerous stakeholders. including many 
individual school districts and national education groups. In addition, failure to act promptly 
would have resulted in Wi-Fi funding being unavailable for the 2015 funding year. 

The Order adopted by the Commission at our July Open Meeting takes significant steps 
to modernize the E-rate program by addressing the Wi-Fi gap in America's schools and libraries. 
We established an annual funding target of $1 billion for Wi-Fi, as well as a fairer method for 
distributing funds so dlat all schools and libraries can benefit, including far more rural schools 
and libraries than in the past. Given that 40 percent of classrooms cunently are not Wi-Fi
enabled, and nearly two-thirds of schools indicate that they do not have sufficient Wi-Fi capacity 
to meet their digita l leaming needs, it is critically in1portant that we focus our limited program 
resources on connectivity, not only to the school or library, but also to the st11dent or library 
patron. The Order funds support for Wi-Fi through the combination of funds already avai.lable 
for this purpose, and utilizes savings associated with transitioning support from non-broadband 
services to broadband. At the same time, the Order ensures that adequate funding will also be 
ava il.able for broadband com1ectivity to schools and libraries, and seeks further comment on the 
long-term funding needs of the program. 

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission today. 
We have an opportunity to make a real, positive difference in the lives of millions of students. 1 
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look forward to working with you and your colleagues toward our mutual goal of increased 
access to high-speed broadband in our nation' s schools and libraries. 

111ank you again for your interest in lb.is inlportant matter. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any further concerns. 

Sincerely, 

-;;;;;-~ 
Tom Wheeler 
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TI1e Honorable Mike Pompeo 
U.S. House of Representatives 
I 07 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 1 S 

Dear Representative Pompeo: 

August 27, 2014 

Thank you for sharing your concerns about modernizing the E-rate program. As you are 
aware, 1 am committed to ensure that the E-rate progran1 evolves to provide support for bigh
speed broadband both to and within schools and libraries. In your letter, you urged the 
Commission to delay action on tbe E-Rate modernization plan so that tbe agency can make 
certain the proposed changes will serve a ll American students in the most efficient and effective 
manner. Your views are very important, and will be included in the record of the proceeding 
and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

Over the past year, the Commission held dozens of meetings with £-rate stakeholders, 
received thousands of public comments and held public workshops to discuss the challenge of 
delivering high-speed connectivity to and within schools and libraries, and highlight successful 
strategics employed across the nation. A clear theme of the input we received is that access to 
high-capacity broadband is cnicial to improving education. The Commission received 
overwhelming support for moving forward from numerous stakeholders, including many 
individual school districts and national education groups. ln addition, fai lure to act promptly 
would have resulted in Wi-Fi funding being unava ilab le for the 201 S funding year. 

111e Order adopted by tl1e Commission at our July Open Meeting takes significant steps 
to modernize the E-rate program by addressing the Wi-Fi gap in America's schools and libraries. 
We established an annual funding target of$ 1 bill ion for Wi-Fi, as we ll as a fairer method for 
distributing funds so that all schools and libraries can benefit, including far more niral schools 
and libraries than in the past. Given that 40 percent of c lassrooms currently are not Wi-Fi
enabled, and nearly two-thirds of schools indicate that they do not have sufficient Wi-Fi capacity 
to meet their dig ital learning needs, it is critically in1portant that we focus our limited program 
resources on connectivity, nol only to the school or library, but also to the student or library 
patron. The Order funds support for Wi-Fi through the combination of funds already ava ilable 
for this purpose, and utilizes savings associated with transitioning support from non-broadband 
services to broadband. At the same time, the Order ensures that adequate funding will a lso be 
available for broadband connectivity to schools and Libraries, and seeks farther comment on the 
long-term funding needs of the program. 

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission today. 
We have an opportunity to make a real, positive difference in the lives of millions of students. I 
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look forward to working with you and your colleagues toward our mutual goal of increased 
access to high-speed broadband in our nation's schools and libraries. 

Thank you again for your interest in this imponant matter. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any funher concerns. 

Sincerely, 

-:;;;;/4-
Tom Wheeler 
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The Honorable Pat Roberts 
United States Senate 
I 09 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Roberts: 

August 27, 2014 

111ank you for sharing your concerns about modernizing the E-rate program. As you are 
aware, I am committed to ensure that the E-rate program evo Ives to provide support for higb
speed broadband both to and within schools and libraries. In your lener, you urged the 
Commission to delay action on the E-Rate modernization plan so that the agency can make 
certain the proposed changes will serve all American students in the most efficient and effective 
manner. Your views are very important, and will be included in the record of the proceeding 
and considered as part of the Commission ' s review. 

Over the past year, the Commission held dozens of meetings with E -rate stakeholders, 
received thousands of public comments and held public workshops to discuss the challenge of 
delivering high-speed connectivity to and within schools and libraries, and highlight successful 
strategies employed across the nation. A clear theme of the input we received is that access to 
high-capac ity broadband is crucial to improving education. The Commission received 
overwhelming support for moving forward from numerous stakeholders, including many 
individual school districts and national education groups. In addition, fai lure to act promptly 
would have resulted in Wi-Fi funding being unavailable for the 2015 funding year. 

111e Order adopted by the Commission at our Ju ly Open Meeting takes significant steps 
to modernize the E-rate program by addressing the Wi-Fi gap in America's schools and libraries. 
We established an annual funding target of$1 billion for Wi-Fi, as well as a fairer method for 
distributing funds so that all schools and libraries can benefit, including far more mral schools 
and libraries than in the past. Given that 40 percent of c lassrooms currently are not Wi-Fi
enabled, and nearly two-thirds of schools indicate that they do not have sufficient Wi-Fi capacity 
to meet their digital learning needs, it is crit ically important that we focus our limited program 
resources on connectivity, not only to the school or library, but also to the student or library 
patron. The Order funds support for Wi-Fi through the combination of fonds already available 
for this purpose, and utilizes savings associated with transitioning support from non-broadband 
services to broad band. At the same time, the Order ensures that adequate funding will also be 
avai lable for broadband connectivity to schools and libraries, and seeks further comment on the 
long-tenn funding needs of the program. 

E-rate modernization is one of the most important issues before the Commission today. 
We have an opportunity to make a real, positive difference in the li ves of millions of students. I 
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look forward to working with you and your colleagues toward our mutua.l goal of increased 
access io high-speed broadband in our nation 's schools and libraries. 

Thank you again for your interest in this important matter. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any further concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Wheeler 



FEDER A L COMMUNICAT IONS COMMISSION 

WASHING T O N 

OFF ICE OF 
THE CHAl~MAN 

The Honorable Kevin Yoder 
U.S. House of Representatives 
215 Cannon House Office Build ing 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Representative Yoder: 

August 27, 2014 

Thank you for sharing your concems about modernizing the E-raie program. As you are 
aware, I am committed to ensure that the E-rate program evolves LO provide support for high
speed broadband both to and within schools and libraries. In your letter, you urged the 
Commission to delay action on lbe E-Rate modernization plan so that the agency can make 
certain the proposed changes will serve a ll American students in the most efficient and effective 
manner. Your views are very important, and wilJ be included in the record of the proceeding 
and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

Over the past year, the Commission held dozens of meetings wilh E-rate stakeholders, 
received thousands of public comments and held public workshops lO discuss the challenge of 
delivering high-speed connectivity to and within schools and libraries, and highlight successful 
strategies employed across the nation. A clear theme of the input we received is thal access to 
high-capacity broadband is crucial to improving education. 111e Commission received 
overwhelming support for moving forward from numerous s takeholders, including many 
individual school d istricts and national education groups. ln addition, failure to act promptly 
would have resu lted in Wi-Fi funding being unavailable for the 2015 funding year. 

1l1e Order adopted by the Commission a l our July Open Meeting takes s ign ificant steps 
to modernize the E-rate program by addressing the Wi-Fi gap in America's schools and libraries. 
We established an annual funding target of $1 billion for Wi-Fi, as well as a fairer method for 
distributing funds so that all schools and libraries can benefit, including far more rural schools 
and libraries than in the past. Given tl1at 40 percent of classrooms currently are not Wi-Fi
enabled, and nearly two-thirds of schools indicate that they do not have sufficient Wi-Fi capacity 
to meet their digita l leaming needs, it is critically important that we focus our limited program 
resources on connectivicy, not only to the school or library, but also to the student or library 
patron. 1l1e Order funds support for Wi-Fi tll!ougb the combination of funds already available 
for this purpose, and utilizes savings associated w ith transitioning support from non-broadband 
services to broadband. At the sanle tinle, the Order ensures that adequate funding will also be 
ava ilable for broadband connectivity to schools and libraries, and seeks further comment on the 
long-term fonding needs of the program. 

E-rate modern ization is one oftlle most important issues before the Commission today. 
We have an opportunity to make a real, positive difference in the li ves of mi ll ions ofstndents. I 



Page 2-The Honorable Kevin Yoder 

look forward to working with you and your colleagues toward our mutual goal of increased 
access to high-speed broadband in our nation's schools and libraries. 

Thank you again for your interest in this important matter. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any further concerns. 

Sincerely, 

-;i;;;/J(/. 
Tom Wheeler 


